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' WITNESS STATEMENT
Criminal Procedure Rules, r 27: 2 Criminal Justice Act 1967, s. 9; Maglstrates Courts Act 1980, s.5B

| URNI T ]
-Statementof Sean Joseph VINE : -

Age if under 18 Over 18 . (if over insert ‘over 18') Occupation Police Constable

This statement (consetmg of 4 page(s) each signed by me) is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and -
| make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, | shall be liable to prosecution if | have wrlfully stated in it,
‘|anything which | know to be false, or do not believe to be true.

-

Slgnature Sean Vine . - Date 15.05.2018

Tick if withess evidénce is vrsual[y recorded D (supply witness detalls on rear)

|l am PC 2718 VINE of the AVON AND SOMERSET CONSTABULARY currently statloned,
at BATH POLICE STATION {

‘ On Monday 14“1 May 2018 | was on duty in unlform deployed as QPR 212 solo crewed

: At about 1755hrs whﬂst in company with PC 4242 MERRYWEATHER we were tasked to
: ,.attend 2'] CALTON WALK in BATH regardmg a concern: for welfare for the occupant Scott
LAFFERTTY bn 25 04 1 957

At about 1800hrs on arnvmg at the property whlch is an end of terrace 3 story house |
7 observed that the property appeared to be secure at the front Wh!Ch accessed the ground
Ieve[ | | .

, The door \E/‘vas Iocked‘/_secure and'windows.close_d. 'F:knocked ‘_the dloor ,severalttmes'loudly '
and shouted_th'rough the letter box but got no response oth_er th'an'.from- the dogs that were
barking . | | | S |
. 1 could see a large quantity .of post on the ﬂoor but a!so a Iarge plle on the stafrs

We then proceeded to the rear of the property that accesses the 2”d ﬂoor of property “This
also appeared all secure W|th the rear 6tt gate locked. PC MERRYWEATHER cl!mbed the_

|6ft: wall and confirmed the tear patlo door was also secure along W|th the wmdows -

~ Signature:  SeanVine SR Signature witnessed by: -
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. ) - ~ Page No 2-of 4
Continuation of Statement of. Sean Joseph VINE .

PC MERRYWEATHERreported ekcessive'amounts of what appeared to be dog excrement'
located on the 2nd floor havmg looked in via the rear patlo doors as Well as noting the-
property appeared to be under renovation. | |

There were open WlndOWS on the 3 roor at the rear and to the side of the house (as if on
. the;m|dway latch) however these would be very dlfﬂcutt to access from outside the property
W|thoutaladder | | |

iR then spoke with two female occupants of the adjornmg property, no. 22 CALTON WALKi
They advised that they d|d not know,the occupant of no.21 but do_ see him come and go_'
however they hadn‘t ina week or s,o ' R |

One of the females stated she had been away thrs last week but the other sald she hadn't

seen h1m e|ther She stated how her room is his side of the propelty and she normally hears’ o

.;hrm but agaln hadn’t of Iate Both females conflrmed though havmg heard the dogs barkmg
'Havmg then Ilalsed wnth comms- regardmg the ongmal concerns |t was agreed that entry-
‘Would need to be galned applylng section 17 PACE

Dunng thrs complete penod of tlme the dogs could be heard barkrng from withln the
property | | | |

b checked my marked F’olice vehicte for suitable'edui‘pment but uhfortunately had-hone
Whllst trylng to arrange for equment to be brcught fo us | assessed the door further and '
noted |t was only secured by the main lock (compOS|te type door that cant be opened from.
i the outSIde unless wnth a key) and ona good shove the dcor opened causmg no damage

‘A golden Labrador came down as. we entered and looked qurte malnounshed before
drsappearlng back upsta:rs ‘We later found a second dog, med|um black and Iong halred |

but I do not know the bread that also appeared malnourlshed

¢

- Signature: -Sean‘y’ine S ‘ ' a Signaturewitnessed by:-
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' ' : _ ﬁPageNoS'oftt
Caontinuation of Statement of: . Sean Joseph -VINE ' ‘

| in, with a WC straight -aheadthat run underneath the stairs that were located on the right

"The 3rd floor comprlsed of a front room bemg used as a Irvmg room Wrth a WC and main

‘bedroom on the left side of the property and a small room located at the rear..

g .;IS|de The haed was facing to its Ieft and |t was clear that they were deceased due to the
-leyel of.decompo_smon.l‘ | | | -

. .The- deceased 'lwasjwe\arin'g what aplpea'red to be pyjama trousers and no top There was | '
‘heavy yellow/orange dlscolouratron to the skm on the back fILud poollng and heavy

, "dlscolouratron to the extrem|t|es espemally the hands that were almost black.

Callmg out Police and checklng floor by floor the ground floor was clear and appeared all in

order. The ground floor ¢ comprrsmg of one main room: to the left of the front door on walking

hand side of the pro perty.

_On.walklng up the stairs‘ to the 2" floor an unpleasant srnell becorne more prominent asid_f‘d,‘
the quantity of dog excrement. E

Both the ground floor and 2™ floor were under renovation

Hav:ng then cleared the 2nd floor which - comprrsed of predomlnantly one. Iarge open pian

area, we moved to the 3rd floor agaln wrth the starrs on the nght hand side.

On the very small landing area appeared to be human remalns that b belreved to be that of

the bottom part of the j }aw with teeth

We then tocated a body, that appeared to be male and who | suspect to be LAFFERTY in’

the ma|n bedroom

The bedroom door was open and LAFFERTY was face down head near the threshold of B

the doorway (bedroom/landlng) with his arms/hands close lnto the body, on the rrght hand )

~ Signature: Sean Vine o - g S Signature witriessed by: -

. F
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“Continuation of Statement of:  Sean Joseph VINE \

- Most notably. was the lack of any ﬂ_esh on the ,hea'_d/faee that exposed most of the skull. |
There .was'a small amount of hair at the base of the skutl but the' -top and -faCe was' '
completety sk|n|ess and ha[rtess There was dark coloured hair over the ﬁoor on the
iandlng/front Ilvmg room area but unsure |f this was the deceased s or the black dog.

There were no ob\nous stgns of any dlrsturbance nor _any susprcrous ﬂur_ds/blood in the
| _property o . 7 | | |
lIn the main bedroom near the deceased and |n line wsth the open bedroom door Was what |
would descnbe as a smatl s;lver flat edged kltchen knlfe that appeared clean (ot any bIood
orob\nous substances) | | o
Havmg !ocated who I beheved to be LAFFERTY | contacted oomms and prowded them W|th
| an update We also requested a superv:sorto attend | |

Arrangements were then made for the dogs to be taken to ROSEMARY VETINARY LODGE '
on’ WELLSAWAY in BATH that at about 1900hrs PC MERRYWEATHER and | oompteted It
1 was about th|s tlme PS 2250 PHILLIPS and PC 4497 PETERS passed on us on THE ‘.
N HOLLOWAY on route to the property | | |

| Durlng my tlme at the property addltlonal wmdows were opened as wetl as the rear 2”d floor
door Also those wmdows already open on the Iatch were opened further alI to assrst W|th
i _the smell etc. | . -
.l observed vanous |tems of value |n. the property such as Iaptops and power tools aW|thnd '

_ nothlng else, other than the knlfe as mentloned appearlng out of place or dlsturbed

- Sean vm_é ,

Signature: Sean Vine -~ Signature witnessed by:

2010011 | RESTRICTED (when complete)




